WHITE BALANCE + KELVIN CHEAT SHEET

(Beginner-Friendly Guide for Better Skin Tones)

What Is White Balance?

White Balance controls how warm (orange) or cool (blue) your image looks.

It corrects color based on the light source so whites look white — not yellow or blue.

If your photos look:

e Too orange — too warm

e Too blue — too cool

You adjust white balance.

QUICK PRESET GUIDE (The Easy Button)

Most cameras have these built-in presets:

Setting When to Use It

Auto WB Fast changing light

Daylight Sunny outdoors
Cloudy Overcast days
Shade Open shade

Tungsten Indoor yellow lights

What It Does

Camera guesses for
you

Slight warmth
Adds warmth
Adds more warmth

Cools image down



Fluorescent Office lighting Adds slight magenta

KELVIN CHEAT SHEET (Manual Control)

When you switch to Kelvin (K), you manually choose the color temperature.

Lower number = cooler (blue)
Higher number = warmer (orange)

Here’s your go-to range:

Lighting Situation Kelvin Range
Candlelight 2000-3000K
Indoor tungsten 3000-3500K
Sunrise / Sunset 4500-7000K

Bright indoor window light  4500-5200K

Sunny midday 5200-5600K

Cloudy 5500-6500K

Shade 6000-7500K
Portrait Sweet Spot:

Most outdoor portraits look great between 5200K-7000K.

Wedding Photographer Tip If you're shooting:

e Getting ready indoors — Start around 3000K—4800K

e Ceremony outdoors — Start around 5500K



e Golden hour — Lower slightly to 5000K-7000K so it doesn’t go too orange, but has
warmth

When to Use Auto vs Kelvin

Use Auto White Balance When:

e Lightis changing constantly
e You're moving quickly (receptions, dance floors)

e You’re brand new

Use Kelvin When:

e Lighting is consistent
e You want consistent skin tones
e You're shooting weddings professionally

e You want less editing later

Shooting in Kelvin gives you consistency across an entire gallery.

Common Beginner Mistakes

X Setting Kelvin too high outdoors (everything looks fake orange)
X Forgetting to adjust when moving inside

X Trusting your LCD screen instead of checking skin tones

2 Not fixing mixed lighting (window + tungsten = chaos)




How To Quickly Fix Bad Color

If skin looks:

e Blue — Raise Kelvin
e Orange — Lower Kelvin
e Green — Adjust tint toward magenta

e Pink — Adjust tint toward green

The Secret Most Beginners Don’t Know

White balance does NOT affect your exposure triangle.
It only affects color temperature.

So you can experiment without ruining exposure.

gei Best Practice for Beginners

If you're still learning:
1. Shoot in RAW.
2. Pick a Kelvin starting point.
3. Adjust slightly based on skin.

4. Keep it consistent.

RAW lets you fine-tune in editing later.
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